
2020 HHS Spellman Humanitarian Award Scripts 
 
Kathryn Ackerman      
                                                                  
Kathryn Ackerman is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours she has spent 
working with the Andrew Hicks Foundation, volunteering at the Vacation Bible School at her church, and 
multiple St. Francis of the Fields Mission Trips. Kathryn says that her experiences have taught her not only 
to help others, but also to forge a personal bond with those she serves. In Kathryn’s own words, “Taking 
the time to build a connection to someone can be just as important as building a deck, weeding a garden, 
or picking food. Maybe even more important.” Please join me in congratulating Kathryn and wishing her 
the best in her future volunteer service. 
 
Faris Ali 
 
Faris Ali is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has spent working 
with his local mosque, at YCC, and as a volunteer for Day of Dignity. Faris says that his experiences have 
taught him not only assimilation to American culture, but also to remain true to his Pakistani heritage. In 
Faris’s own words, “My parents immigrated to America from Pakistan in the year 2000. Being the first-
born child, I was forced to assimilate to American culture. By embracing my unique characteristics, I was 
able to help create a Muslim non-profit organization, which allowed my friends and I to volunteer at a 
multitude of foundations. Together, we had fun while contributing to the community around us, all while 
improving the public view of Muslims.” Please join me in congratulating Faris and wishing him the best in 
his future volunteer service. 

 
Vijay Anne                                                                                     
 
Vijay Anne is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has spent working 
many hours as a Boy Scout, culminating in his Eagle Scout award, serving as a peer tutor through Young 
Men and Women in Charge and Henderson’s Student Senate, and at the Chester County Library. Vijay 
says that his experiences have taught him not only how important humanitarian service can be, but that 
he could also follow his interest in U.S. Military history while doing so. In Vijay’s own words, “As part of 
my Eagle Scout project, I led a group of 40 people to learn about and preserve the unique stories of a 
dozen veterans for posterity. We interviewed veterans from the area to learn about their experiences in 
the Armed Forces. Eligible recordings were sent to the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., where 
they will be included in public archives.” Please join me in congratulating Vijay and wishing him the best in 
his future volunteer service. 
 
Nathaniel Cain   
 
Nathaniel Cain is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has spent 
working as a Boy Scout, which includes his Eagle Scout Award, a counselor for Pierce Middle School Cape 
Henlopen Trip, and an AID Summer for one month in Taiwan during the summer of 2019. Nathaniel says 
that his experiences have taught him not only a greater appreciation for the place he was raised, as well 
as a greater cultural awareness. In Nathaniel’s own words, “My involvement with service in this 
community has allowed me to grow and develop as a person. Some of these experiences gave insight into 
different cultures, lifestyles, and viewpoints, while others helped other people better their life or clean 
the environment.” Please join me in congratulating Nathaniel and wishing him the best in his future 
volunteer service. 
 
Michael Cotter                                                                              



 
Michael Cotter is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has spent 
working with Good Will Fire Company as a volunteer Junior Firefighter, and as a summer camp counselor 
for the YMCA. Michael says that his experiences have taught him not only serving others to reach out to 
others, but to make important human connections in the process. In Michael’s own words, “as a service-
oriented person, I hope to add just a bit more positive energy to the world.” Please join me in 
congratulating Michael and wishing him the best in his future volunteer service. 
 
 
Alexander Gershman 
 
Alex Gershman is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has spent 
working with a water purification mission in Kenya, volunteering at the Melton Center, and helping his 
peers with the Students Helping Students Club. Alex says that his experiences have taught him not only to 
assist others in need, but also to recognize how fortunate we are to live in the U.S., where we have 
sanitation and services that are reliable. In Alex’s own words, “I learned to recognize how valuable clean 
water is and how lucky I am to have access to it here in the United States. In much of the rural villages of 
Kenya, contaminated water has led to disease and death.  With purified water, the community can thrive, 
and its people will be healthier.” Please join me in congratulating Alex and wishing him the best in his 
future volunteer service. 
 
Autumn Scott                                                                                
 
Autumn Scott is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours she has spent 
working with Safe Harbor Homeless Shelter, Gaudenzia House Rehab facility with her family, and 
volunteering at Good Fellowship Ambulance Company and the Chester County Hospital. Autumn says that 
her experiences have taught her not only giving back to the community, but the pleasures of doing so 
with her family and others. In Autumn’s own words, “From a very early age, the spirit of volunteerism has 
been an engrained family value and has resulted in my own intrinsic desire to pursue giving back to the 
community.” Please join me in congratulating Autumn and wishing her the best in her future volunteer 
service. 
 
Safiya Topiwala   
 
Safiya Topiwala is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours she has spent 
working as a volunteer EMT with the Uwchlan Ambulance Company, a Feed Philly volunteer, and an 
Islamic Society of Valley Forge Sunday School volunteer, among other activities. Safiya says that her 
experiences have taught her not only to serve others, but the importance of building interpersonal 
relationships with those served. In Safiya’s own words, “Through my involvement, I have been able to 
realize the importance of interpersonal relations—that it is not necessarily the act that you perform which 
matters, but rather it is the way you interact with the people whom you hope to serve while you perform 
the act.” Please join me in congratulating Safiya and wishing her the best in her future volunteer service. 
 
Isha Trasi                                                                                      
 
Isha Trasi is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours she has spent working 
with Safe Harbor, Camp Geronimo, Feeding the homeless, and working with Special Needs children 
through American Sign Language. Isha says that her experiences have taught her not only how important 
service to others can be, but also how exciting communication in an another mode opens boundaries in 
relating to those she helps. In Isha’s own words, “One summer I worked with a child named Travis. Travis 
was mute, communicating only with sign language. Learning new signs and trying to break the language 



barrier by holding a conversation with Travis was another chapter in my journey of learning ASL.” Please 
join me in congratulating Isha and wishing her the best in her future volunteer service. 

 
Aravind Viswanathan                                    
 
Aravind Viswanathan is receiving the Spellman Humanitarian Award for the hundreds of hours he has 
spent working with the Shakthi Foundation, a homeless shelter in Coatesville, and volunteering as a tutor 
and camp counselor. Aravind says that his experiences have taught him not only the benefits of serving 
his fellow man, but the impact that has on the world. In Aravind’s own words, “Over these past few years, 
my perspective on giving back to the community has shifted. As I became more involved in activities such 
as tutoring, working as a camp counselor, organizing food drives, and volunteering at the hospital, I 
became aware of the impact that I could have on the world around me. I began to realize how the 
seemingly insignificant acts of helping a student with their math homework, painting with a child at camp, 
or playing the violin for a senior citizen could have a real impact on someone else’s life.” Please join me in 
congratulating Aravind and wishing him the best in his future volunteer service. 
 


